
1

PREVIEW: 15 REASONS

• Too many ads

• Unrelated “Related Videos”

• No easy video dropbox

• Limited deployment options

• Limited blocking options

• No ownership of content

• Inefficient delivery options

• Poor security

• Ineffective curation

• Limited authentication

• Lack of management capabilities

• Only one type of user role

• No control over transcoding

• Unavailable screen capture or 
lecture capture tools

• No other technology integrations

YouTube is the proverbial 800-pound gorilla of the video world that 
has transformed the way the average Internet user watches and 
shares video.

However, universities, school districts and businesses have very 
different needs than average Internet users, so YouTube-like 
capabilities are not enough for sharing, managing and optimizing 
videos for these settings. 

If you truly want to take advantage of video as a means to enhance 
teaching, learning and communication in your university, school 
or business, you need an online video platform with features and 
functionality that go well beyond what YouTube, Vimeo and other 
free video sharing sites can offer.

15 reasons why YouTube isn’t a fit for your 
university, school or business

Too many ads 
There is no situation in which video advertising enhances teaching 
or learning. Consider how many video ads you’re forced to sit 
through every day. With a private video platform like Ensemble 
Video, your users will never have to suffer through intrusive, 
ineffective and annoying ads on your video content.
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Unrelated “Related Videos” 
Often, the “related videos” that show up on the right side of the YouTube screen are seemingly completely random. 
This uncontrolled content is distracting and not at all conducive to teaching, learning and communication. Ensemble 
Video allows you to control your content, period. You choose exactly what other videos are shown in succession, or 
you can choose not to feature other videos at all.

No easy video dropbox 
Have you ever wanted to receive video submissions from students, staff members or other video creators in one 
simple step? With YouTube, there is no coordinated option for your students or staff members to submit their video 
directly to you. Ensemble Video’s Dropbox feature makes it easy to offer video assignments or run video contests. 
You just create a dropbox portal for a given assignment, and with a simple form, users can upload their videos to 
send directly to you. This feature is one of the favorites of Ensemble Video user institution SUNY Buffalo State.

Limited deployment options 
If you want to secure or privately own your content, YouTube simply isn’t an option. With YouTube, you use their cloud 
service, you agree to their rules and you rely on them for storage, streaming and backup. If your university, school or 
business needs more than a single account cloud service, Ensemble Video offers a competitive set of deployment 
options in the form of Self-Hosted, Cloud-Hosted, Hybrid-Hosted and Multi-Tenant (consortium hosting) models.

Limited blocking options 
YouTube is blocked in many classrooms and offices because of inappropriate material that is easily accessible on the 
site. While there are some content blocking options in YouTube, most of the blocking methods can’t block specific 
content. If you want to monitor your organization’s Internet usage or disable inappropriate content for your users, 
Ensemble Video offers administrative and technical controls that allow you to show only appropriate content to your 
stakeholders.

No ownership of content 
When you upload a video to YouTube, who actually owns that content? YouTube allows a video owner to retain 
ownership, but according to their terms of service, users grant YouTube a non-exclusive, worldwide, perpetual license 
to freely sub-license, re-distribute, re-publish and monetize that content. This isn’t the case with Ensemble Video. On 
Ensemble Video, your organization solely owns your content and determines how it is used.

Inefficient delivery options  
Often, your IT team has to optimize their infrastructure for video, and unfortunately, that’s not a possibility with 
YouTube. But using Ensemble Video’s Media Cache option, we intelligently deliver content through edge servers 
that can dramatically reduce the bandwidth required to stream videos to all your viewers. Then, you can stream 
cloud viewing requests from a cloud media server and on-premise video from a local media server.
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http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/dropbox.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/Articles/2014/09/11/When-YouTube-Isnt-Enough-To-Manage-Your-Campus-Video-Content.aspx?Page=2
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/deployment.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/deployment.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/self-hosted.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/cloud-hosted.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/hybrid-hosted.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/multi-tenant.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/static?template=terms
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/hybrid-hosted.aspx


Poor security  
There are few privacy options for YouTube. You can mark a video as unlimited to a specific list of users, but those 
users all have to have YouTube accounts and you have to know what their usernames are. That’s not efficient. On 
the other hand, the privacy options for Ensemble Video are very flexible and perfect for businesses and education 
institutions. You can restrict videos to users or groups, set up videos to only play in your LMS or CMS, and more. 
Other end-to-end security options include: user viewing restriction, playlist viewing restriction, LDAP group video 
access, individual video viewing restriction, restricted playlist viewing by DNS or web address, restricted playlist 
viewing in portal, limited number of concurrent viewers and restricted access by IP address or IP range.

Limited authentication 
The authentication options for YouTube are limited, but if your institution uses LDAP (or Active Directory) CAS or 
Shibboleth authentication, you can add either as an authentication source for Ensemble Video. This means you 
and your users can still use one account for all your services. You can also automatically create accounts based on 
LDAP groups with Ensemble, making life easier for everyone involved.

Ineffective curation 
In your school district, college or business, you may want to manage and curate your video to make playlists and 
portals more effective. For this purpose, YouTube doesn’t stack up when compared to an online video platform 
like Ensemble Video. With our video platform, a user or group of users in your organization can schedule, share, 
organize and approve all of your video publishing. 

Lack of management capabilities  
YouTube is certainly not known for its management options. It’s definitely not complicated, but it’s not useful for 
multi-tier organizations like businesses, universities and school districts. Usually, organizations like yours want 
to organize users, content and departments into logical groups to simplify management and technical support. 
Ensemble Video offers a number of management options for your organization. You can use the decentralized 
deployment, a centralized deployment, a hybrid deployment or a consortium deployment option.
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http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/secure.aspx
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/identity-providers/#h5creating-ldap-identity-provider
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/cas-configuration/
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/identity-providers/#h5creating-shibboleth-identity-provider
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/identity-providers/
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/how-to-deploy-and-manage-ensemble-video/


Only one type of user role 
YouTube keeps users’ roles pretty straightforward, which can be great for some organizations. However, many 
universities, schools districts and businesses need more user role options. Ensemble Video offers six user 
roles that are designed to give your organization the ability to control what a user can and cannot do within the 
platform. Administrators can manage access and other system-wide settings, while users are able to upload and 
publish content in their own library. Or, you can set up simple viewer accounts for students and employees

No control over transcoding  
YouTube’s one-step approach to video conversion is great for some users, but in a university system, school 
district or business, one size does not fit all transcoding needs. Ensemble Video can help you determine 
video workflow processes that will ensure your videos are properly prepared for playback on iPads, iPhones, 
computers and any other devices your users prefer. Additionally, control over transcoding workflows means 
user screencasts will play crisp, HD content on a variety of devices and over a variety of networks.

Unavailable screen capture or lecture capture tools 
When you use YouTube to host your video content, you still have to use other tools for any screen capture 
or lecture capture needs your educational institution or enterprise may have. You have to record and edit on 
another program and only then can you upload that video content to YouTube to share with your audience. 
With Ensemble Video, you can capture screen or in-person presentations to share directly on the platform. 
And with dual-stream recording, you can even share a side-by-side live view of a screen and a lecture at the 
same time.

No other technology integrations  
YouTube videos can be published in hundreds of locations online, but YouTube cannot work in concert with 
a large number of video creation tools and web publishing technologies, and that’s where it really falls short. 
Many businesses and educational organizations like yours may already have capture appliances, video creation 
software and other video technologies that can feed into Ensemble Video, and in turn feed into your LMS, CMS, 
blog, wiki or website. In fact, Ensemble Video was specifically designed to work in concert with users and systems 
all across your organization to enable collaborative sharing and management of an ever-increasing flow of video 
content. 

In fact, for this reason, library directors and CIOs at the New York Six college consortium (Colgate University, 
Hamilton College, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Skidmore College, St. Lawrence University and Union 
College) came together to implement Ensemble Video. The Ensemble Video platform was able to integrate  
with the six institutions’ 20 different tools and manage all video content.
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http://support.ensemblevideo.com/user-roles-and-management/
http://support.ensemblevideo.com/user-roles-and-management/
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/encode.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/capture.aspx
http://ensemblevideo.com/video-platform/lecture-capture.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/Articles/2014/09/11/When-YouTube-Isnt-Enough-To-Manage-Your-Campus-Video-Content.aspx?Page=1


At Ensemble Video, we are not anti-YouTube. We’re pro-video and 
recognize that YouTube is a great place to start. It’s vast, it’s free 
and it’s a known entity that many people are comfortable with. 
But unfortunately, YouTube is limited for institutional use. Security 
and privacy concerns often outweigh the benefits of YouTube 
for academic content. Many K-12 systems block it, and higher 
ed institutions and business have no cohesive way to manage 
multiple YouTube accounts across their organization.

Ensemble Video is often described as “YouTube for Universities 
and Businesses,” but that understates the scope of our features 
and capabilities. Ensemble Video offers a way for universities, 
school districts and businesses to deploy a secure, unified 
video content management and publishing system across their 
institution and provide their stakeholders with autonomy within 
that system. Plus, Ensemble works with YouTube, allowing users 
to seamlessly push selected content to one or more YouTube 
accounts. Upload a video once, and publish to (or un-publish 
from) YouTube or any other web location you manage, right from 
your Ensemble Video Media Library.

Have questions about using a private video platform like Ensemble 
Video for your organization? Contact us today. We’re here for you 
anytime.
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Ensemble Video
PO Box 6505 
Syracuse, NY 13217
(315) 753-0094

www.ensemblevideo.com

RESOURCE: YouTube Isn’t Enough for  
Education and Enterprise

mailto:scott%40ensemblevideo.com?subject=

